Volunteer as a motorcycle mechanic in Latin America - 

Motorcycle travellers giving motorcycle maintenance  

For motorcycle travellers wishing to donate some day(s) to show health and development workers in poor countries how to do basic motorcycle maintenance on the small trail type motorcycles they use to do their job.

TIMING: The time you donate will have much more value if you can show the techniques to two or more riders.  The people listed below will need some time to arrange it.  Try to give them two weeks notice of your arrival (form letter in English/Spanish below) then confirm it a few days beforehand.  

TOOLS: Even the most basic tools are often scarce so any donation will be very much  appreciated.  You could ask some of your motorcycle buddies to donate a few dollars so that you can buy some at a cheap local market to give to your health workers.  Or bring those old ones from home that you don’t use anymore.  Tell your trainees that you trust them to use the tools for the purpose they are intended.

REPORT:  - because we need to know what is going on.  Please send a brief report covering your activities (how many days, where, what you taught to how many riders, what if any repairs took place, general comments and suggestions for improvements in this process) to Motorcycle Outreach afterwards.  Take a look at this example by Chris Valliant of the USA:  

http://www.millennium-ride.com/en_espanol/volunteer_mechanic.html 

If you can include updates to this contacts list, enabling later motorcycle travellers to reach a different set of riders, it would be marvelous.  Up to the time of writing (December 2003) we have done this only in Peten Norte in Guatemala.

Thank you for helping fellow human beings, because reliable motorcycles = health services delivered.  Related websites include: www.millennium-ride.com (there is info in Spanish) and www.riders.org.   Try to learn a bit of Spanish.  Happy motorcycling.

Simon Milward

Motorcycle Outreach

December 2003

GUATEMALA:  Dr Adan MEDA, Director Area de Salud Peten Norte, Barrio Playa Blanca, San Benito, Petèn.  Tel: 926 2956.  ameda@intelnet.net.gt & petenorte@intelnet.net.gt.

(Useful contact, willing to help with this sort of project, Antonio Alday, Moto Accesorios, Av Petapa  12-18 zona 12, Guatemala City, Tel 440 5191, 414 9273.  alpra@msn.com)

HONDURAS:  Hector Andrade, Jefe del Depto de Transporte, Secretaria de Salud Publica, Tegucigalpa, tel: 222-57-71, 237-44-23, casa: 228-53-60. 

NICARAGUA:  Rudolfo Lopez, Direccion y Control de Vectores, vector@minsa.gob.ni.  

PERU:  Ciro Alegria Huamàn, Jefe Unidad Mantenimiento, Transport y Servicios Auxiliares, Dirección Regional de Salud Cusco.  No direct contact for this man, go to 

see him before visiting Macchu Picchu, maybe he can get something organised for afterwards.  Directors office tel 226261.  Switchboard: 226261, 231050.

(Useful Cusco contact, mc workshop, willing to help form NGO to manage motorcycles, TV sport show presenter, Efrain Esquivian, Moto Técnica, Av. Tacna 215, Cusco, Tel: 802348, Cel 930512, esquivias28@hotmail.com)

Very helpful contact at national health ministry (MINSA) in Lima: Victor Calderon Torres, tel work 3156600 xt 2688, vcalderont@hotmail.com

BOLIVIA:   Dr Miguel A Delgado Koriyama, Director General de Control y Prevention de Enfermedades, Ministerio de Salud y Desportes, Pasaje Trigo No. 451, ½ cuadra UMSA, La Paz. Tel 2441077.

Dear ....................

I have your details from Simon Milward who represents Motorcycle Outreach whom you met in 2003.  He is still searching for international funds to introduce a maintenance and training system for your motorcycles and health workers who ride.

Independently, I wish to offer ......... days of my time freely to train your health workers how to do basic maintainance to their motorcycles.  Perhaps I can donate some tools too.  It would be best if two or three or more of your health workers were present.  I will be in your area on (date) ............................   

If this is of interest then please contact me at .............................................  

Yours

Estimado ...................

Tengo sus datos por Simon Milward de Motorcycle Outreach, quien lo conoció en el 2003.  El continúa buscando fondos internacionales para ayudarlos a introducir un sistema de mantenimiento y entrenamiento para sus motocicletas para sus trabajadores de salud.

Independiente quiero ofrecer ....... dìas de mi tiempo libre para enseñar a  sus trabajadores a realizar un mantenimiento preventivo para las motos.  Quizás puedo dar algunas herramientas también. Va a ser mejor si hay dos, tres o más conductores presentes. Voy a estar en su area (fecha) ...................................

Si esto es interesante para ustedes, por favor contactarme en .............................  

Sinceremente

